AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claims 1-12 without prejudice and add the following new claims 

13-35: 

1-12. (Cancelled) 

13. (New) A component with an internal conductor, which is so configured that it 
is ruptured at a predetermined position while forming an arc, if predetermined 
current/voltage conditions occur at terminals of the component, said 
component comprising a circuit element which is so arranged that an arc 
formed at the predetermined position can act on the circuit element such that 
the circuit element alters its electrical properties. 

14. (New) The component of claim 13, wherein the component is a layered 
component, the conductor and the circuit element including structured layers 
located on a substrate. 

15. (New) The component of claim 13, wherein the component includes two 
terminals, the internal conductor and the circuit element beeing connected 
between the two terminals. 

16. (New) The component of claim 15, wherein the circuit element comprises a 
two-pole, which alters its electrical resistance under the action of the arc. 

17. (New) The component of claim15, wherein the circuit element comprises a 
second conductor, which is ruptured under the action of the arc. 

18. (New) The component of claim 13, wherein the circuit element comprises a 
two-pole, which alters its electrical resistance under the action of the arc. 

19. (New) The component of claim 13, wherein the circuit element comprises a 
second conductor, which is ruptured under the action of the arc. 
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20. (New) The component of claim 19, wherein the second conductor crosses 
the internal conductor at the predetermined position. 

21 . (New) The component of claim 20, wherein a resistive element is connected 
in the component in parallel with the second conductor, on which the arc can 
act. 

22. (New) The component of claim 19, wherein a resistive element is connected 
in the component in parallel with the second conductor, on which the arc can 
act. 

23. (New) The component of claim 21 , wherein the internal conductor, which is 
ruptured to form an arc, is connected in series with the parallel circuit 
comprising the circuit element and resistive element. 

24. (New) The component of claim 22, wherein the internal conductor, which is 
ruptured to form an arc, is connected in series with the parallel circuit 
comprising the circuit element and resistive element. 

25. (New) The component of claim 23 for use as a fuse component, wherein the 
internal conductor is ruptured to form an arc if a current through the conductor 
exceeds a maximum value for an associated maximum period of time. 

26. (New) The component of claim 24 for use as a fuse component, wherein the 
internal conductor is ruptured to form an arc if a current through the conductor 
exceeds a maximum value for an associated maximum period of time. 

27. (New) The fuse component of claim 25, wherein the resistive element, which 
is connected in parallel with the second conductor, has a resistance between 
5Q and 20Q. 

28. (New) The fuse component of claim 26, wherein the resistive element, which 
is connected in parallel with the second conductor, has a resistance between 
5Q and 20Q. 
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29. (New) The fuse component of claim 25, wherein the internal conductor 
includes a fusible conductor. 

30. (New) The fuse component of claim 26, wherein the internal conductor 
includes a fusible conductor. 

31 . (New) The fuse component of claim 27, wherein the internal conductor 
includes a fusible conductor. 

32. (New) The fuse component of claim 28, wherein the internal conductor 
includes a fusible conductor. 

33. (New) The fuse component of claim 25, wherein the internal conductor and 
the second conductor and the resistive element comprise structured layers on 
a substrate, the internal conductor being arranged above a section of the 
second conductor and separated from it by an electrically insulating layer. 

34. (New) The fuse component of claim 27, wherein the internal conductor and 
the second conductor and the resistive element comprise structured layers on 
a substrate, the internal conductor being arranged above a section of the 
second conductor and separated from it by an electrically insulating layer. 

35. (New) The fuse component of claim 29, wherein the internal conductor and 
the second conductor and the resistive element comprise structured layers on 
a substrate, the internal conductor being arranged above a section of the 
second conductor and separated from it by an electrically insulating layer. 
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